
Alex Simpson 

9th November 2019 
 
 
Written representation Re: Esso Southampton to London Pipeline Project 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I have a number of concerns relating to the planned construction of the SLPP in the area of 
Stake Lane Farnborough which I have outlined below.  Additionally, please find included an 
appendix containing a few photos and plans that I hope will provide additional context the 
points I raise below. 
 
1. Loss of garage 
 
1.1 I own a garage in a block of garages at the end of Stake Lane Farnborough.   The current 
plans for construction of the SLPP will result in the demolition of the garages and once 
construction is completed, Esso reserve the right to impose restrictions on the land that will 
prevent the garages from being rebuilt and result in the permanent loss of my garage.  I have 
a young family and we use the garage to store a number of large family items that we are 
unable to store elsewhere because we do not have the storage space.  Our house sits in a 
small plot of land and we only have a tiny shed in our back garden that we are unable to 
significantly increase in size.  Permanent loss of the garage will therefore mean that we will 
be forced to sell the items we used to store in the garage. 
 
Please see Figure 1 Plan of garage block and Figure 3 Photo of garage block (Plots 1130 - 
1138) 
 
2. Temporary possession of car park 
 
2.1 Esso plan to take temporary possession of the car park (Plot 1139) in front of our house 
for the purposes of carrying out the development.  Closer inspection of the plan shows that 
in addition to the car park, the affected area also includes the footpath up to the boundary of 
my property.  I object to Esso taking temporary possession of plot 1139 for a number of 
reasons: 
 
2.2 It will prevent pedestrian or vehicle access to my property via Stake Lane for the duration 
of the construction period.  I am concerned how deliveries will be able to reach our property, 
how the council will be able to empty our bins or how the emergency services be able to reach 
my property in case of emergency. 
 



2.3 It will prevent me from parking my car in front of my house.  In addition to the plans for 
the garages, Esso require rights to Stake Lane itself (Plot 1140) depriving me of a local place 
to keep my car. 
 
2.4 I am concerned what Esso plans to do with the land once they have possession. Will Esso 
have rights to erect fences, park mechanical diggers or large flat-bed lorries? Or use the area 
to deposit earth spoil from the digging and tunnelling operation?  There are at least 9 children 
living in the properties directly surrounding the car park and I am concerned for their safety 
if the area in front of the houses is effectively turned into a building site. 
 
See Figure 2 - Plan of car park and Figure 4 Photo of car park Stake Lane (Plot 1139) 
 
3. Risk to the trees along Stake Lane 
 
3.1 There are a number of mature trees along the railway line that are at risk by the 
development.  The trees provide significant environmental benefit to the local area, including 
providing an important screen from the sight, noise and pollution caused by the London to 
Southampton railway line.  Additionally, the trees are also home to a variety of local wildlife 
including bats, birds and squirrels.  Construction of the pipeline will lead to a degradation of 
the environment and character of Stake Lane for many years after construction has finished. 
 
See Figure 5 - Photo of trees along railway embankment 
 
4. Construction method 
 
4.1 Esso plan to dig a large, deep pit on the land where the garage block currently is located 
(Plot 1130 to 1138) and perform an underground tunnelling operation in a residential area 
where many families, including at least 9 children live within 50m of the planned site.  An 
engineering project of this kind is wholly inappropriate given the residential use of the 
surrounding land.  The construction will cause significant disruption including noise, dirt and 
environmental pollution that will disturb the local population and overload the local 
residential infrastructure. 
 
  



5. Appendix - Photos and diagrams 
 

  
Figure 1 Plan of garage block 

 
 

 

Figure 2 - Plan of car park 

  



 

 
Figure 3 Photo of garage block (Plots 1130 - 1138) 

 

 
Figure 4 Photo of car park Stake Lane (Plot 1139) 

 

 
Figure 5 - Photo of trees along railway embankment 




